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CALM BEFORE THE STORM
JUSTIN DEPAMPHILIS
THE PARTHENONTwo authors will give readings of their work Tuesday as part of the A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series.Julia Watts, a Lambda Literary Award-winning writer of young-adult novel “Finding H.F.” while also being the author of dozens of novels, and Lila Quintero Weaver, 
who was named a finalist for the Small Press Expo 2012 Ignatz Award for Promising New Talent, will read their works.Watt’s latest young adult novel, “Secret City”, is set in Oak Ridge, Tenn., during the Manhattan Proj-ect. She has received grants from the Kentucky Foundation for 
Women, and her fiction has ap-peared in a variety of publications, including The American voice, Brain/Child, The Journal of Ken-tucky Studies, and Now and Then.Watt’s holds a Master’s of Fine Arts in creative writing from Spalding University and a Mas-ter’s of Art in English from the University of Louisville. A native of southeastern Kentucky, she serves as a mentor in Murray State University’s low-residency Master’s of Arts program and teaches at South College in Knox-ville, Tenn.
Visiting authors 
to present for 
Writers Series
Financial aid leads workshops for tentative graduates
BY ALYSSA SIMON
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s finan-
cial aid office will host student loan workshops Monday through Wednesday for tenta-tive December graduates.There will be three workshop sessions each day beginning at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. in Drinko Library, Room 349. Each session will last one hour. Presentations at the workshops will cover loan 
repayment plans, consoli-dation and loan forgiveness plans. The workshops will also give students a chance to com-plete exit counseling that they 
are required to finish after they graduate.
Kelly Tyda, financial aid counselor, said she believes the exit counseling students are required to complete when they graduate can be time con-suming and there are parts that can be confusing. 
“With the workshops students are able to get help and complete the exit counseling,” Tyda said. “It’s a good learning experience.” There are only 28 spots available in each session. Stu-dents are encouraged to come 
early before they fill up.According to Tyda, with the default rates being as high as 
they are, the financial aid of-
fice is aiming to do as much as it can to educate students on loan repayment.
“In the past when there weren’t as many students they used to do in-person exit counseling, but then they shied away from it,” Tyda said. “We’re trying to bring that back.” Tyda has high hopes for the counseling and said she wants things to be easy for the stu-dents when they graduate. “I want students to be able to 
find a loan repayment plan that is right for them,” Tyda said. Students need to bring their 
social security number, driv-er’s license, FAFSA PIN, loan history which can be found at www.nslds.edu.gov and contact information for three references. Participants will have an op-portunity to win a diploma frame. 
The financial aid office plans to host another workshop in the spring for May graduates.
Alyssa Simon can be 
contacted at simon26@mar-
shall.edu.
BISHOP NASH | THE PARTHENON
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By PAUL ROGERS
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS 
(MCT)Noting that the ongoing ef-fort to restore thousands of acres of marshes and wildlife around San Francisco Bay is the largest wetlands renaissance in the United States other than the restoration of the Florida Ever-glades, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on Thursday unveiled a 
50-year blueprint to finish the job.The 414-page document was released amid fanfare at a mid-morning news conference. But in many ways the plan is more symbolism than substance.It estimates the cost to re-cover key endangered species 
around the bay and finish wet-lands restoration at $1.2 billion between now and 2063. Yet the plan contains no new money 
or regulations. In fact, the blueprint’s proposals for what 
lands to buy, which scientific projects to complete and what kinds of tactics should be used to restore the bay to conditions not seen since the 1800s are all voluntary.
Still, federal officials and en-vironmentalists who rolled the plan out said it performs two key roles. First, it offers a clear overview for to politicians to help raise the money that will be needed in the decades ahead to turn old salt evaporation ponds 
in the South Bay, hay fields in the North Bay and other bay front lands from Richmond to Redwood City back into wet-
lands for fish, birds and wildlife. And second, it’s a hymnal of sorts from which the dozens of groups working on bay projects can all sing in the years to come.
“This is a road map for the future of bay recovery,” said 
Cay Goude, assistant field su-pervisor in the Sacramento 
field office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “It provides guidance and information so you can best use your money. It helps coordinate so that people aren’t duplicating efforts and are working in a more cohesive way — everyone, government 
agencies, nonprofits, scientists.”Technically, the plan aims to bring six endangered species that live around San Francisco Bay back to health. They are the California clapper rail, a di-minutive bird, the salt marsh harvest mouse and four rare plants: Suisun thistle, soft bird’s beak, California sea-blite and the northern population of salt marsh bird’s beak.In restoring wetlands to 
help those species, however, it also will assist hundreds of other types of wildlife that use marshes and wetlands, from ducks to herons to salmon.“It’s about fairness,” said Flor-ence LaRiviere, a retired Palo Alto schoolteacher who has worked for nearly 50 years to restore wetlands around the bay.“If we’re here and multi-plying, I don’t feel that the creatures with whom we share the Earth should be allowed to go extinct,” she said. “The bay is what makes this area. It gives it the attraction it has.”Since the Gold Rush of 1849, San Francisco Bay has shrunk by a third, as people diked, 
dredged and filled its waters to 
create hay fields, housing sub-divisions like Foster City, even airport runways. From 1800 to 
1988, the bay lost 79 percent of its tidal wetlands, going from 190,000 acres to about 40,000 acres.
The rampant filling largely stopped in the 1970s, with the advent of modern environ-mental laws such as the federal Clean Water Act.Over the past 25 years, environmental groups and gov-ernment agencies have been restoring wetlands around the bay, slowly pushing it back into its historic footprint. Dur-ing that time, they have either restored, or are planning resto-ration, of 35,000 acres, the most 
high profile of which has been the former Cargill salt ponds from Hayward to Alviso to Red-wood City. Their goal: Finish those and do another 25,000.
Feds release plan to restore wetlands, wildlife
By SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)A couple who wants to send their 15-year-old son to counseling to curb his attraction to other males is suing New Jersey over the state’s ban on so-called gay conversion therapies for minors.In August, Gov. Chris Christie signed into law a bill in that outlaws the thera-pies, making New Jersey the second state to do so after California. The New Jer-sey law prevents any licensed therapist, psychologist, social worker or counselor from using the therapies on children under 18, citing health risks, such as depression and suicide, linked to the practice.The new law was upheld in court Nov. 8 by U.S. District Judge Freda Wolfson after 
two therapists who wanted to provide the treatments sued.Now, the same judge, and the same at-torneys on each side, are headed to court again.In this case, which also names Christie, a 15-year-old — referred to in court doc-uments as John Doe for privacy reasons — and his parents want the teenager to undergo the therapies. They say the law is unfairly preventing him from getting the treatment he wants, according to court documents.In the court complaint, the family al-leges that the law violates their freedom of speech and free exercise of religion, as well as the parents’ fundamental rights.The court complaint details the teen-ager’s history of expressing stereotypically 
feminine and homosexual behavior, which the family says led him to have suicidal thoughts starting around age 10. His “un-wanted same-sex attraction” was confusing 
and conflicted with his Roman Catholic re-ligious beliefs, the complaint said.He tried to kill himself multiple times, the court documents say, and eventually asked to go to counseling for help.After he began therapy to change his sexual orientation in 2011 in New York, the strength of his same-sex attractions dropped, according to court documents. On a scale of 1 to 10, the level of attrac-tion dropped from an 8 to 3 and “every day would get a little better,” according to the documents.
By KEN DILANIAN
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON 
BUREAU (MCT)Six months after President Barack Obama vowed to change his administration’s approach to lethal drone missile strikes, the pace of aerial attacks has fallen sharply, thanks in part to stricter targeting criteria.Obama also promised to make the drone campaign more transparent, but a blanket of secrecy thus far 
has remained firmly in place.The Democrat-led Sen-ate Intelligence Committee voted Nov. 5 to require the administration to disclose how many civilians and militants were killed by drones each year. That tally has never been publicly available.The panel also voted to im-pose additional intelligence demands before the White House could authorize a drone strike against a U.S. cit-izen or resident alien. Drones 
have killed five Americans since 2002, although only one, al-Qaida operative An-
war al-Awlaki, was officially marked for death.“The American people should be given basic facts about mistakes when they are made, and they should also be given the rules that the government must follow when targeting and killing an American involved in ter-
rorist activities,” Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., a committee member, said in a statement.The proposed restrictions, however, part of a broader intelligence bill, may not 
survive. Republicans on the Senate panel voted for the bill, but most opposed the drone amendments. Key lawmakers in the GOP-con-trolled House also oppose the provisions.The White House has yet to take a position. Caitlin Hayden, spokeswoman for the National Security Coun-cil, said the administration 
already was transparent concerning drones.In a speech in May at Na-tional Defense University, Obama said he had signed a policy directive that set new standards before the White House would approve tar-geted killing by drones.Obama said the CIA had to show that a proposed target posed a “continuing immi-nent threat” to Americans, 
rather than a “significant threat,” the previous stan-dard. In addition, no attack would be ordered without “near certainty” that civil-ians would not be harmed, the president said.The number of strikes al-ready had fallen before May, but the new rules served to cut the frequency further.The Long War Journal, which tracks drone attacks through local news reports, has counted 22 strikes this year in Yemen, down from 42 last year. It has counted 25 attacks in Pakistan this year, down from 46 last year and a peak of 117 in 2010. A single strike has been re-ported in Somalia this year.
Administration officials have said drone strikes have killed few civilians, but refuse to say how many. The Long War Journal says 11 civilians have been killed in Pakistan this year and two in Yemen; other estimates are higher.In June, a drone-launched missile hit an SUV carrying a Qaida commander in Yemen. 
CIA officers didn’t realize that his younger brother also was in vehicle, according to 
U.S. officials who would not be named because the op-
eration is classified. The CIA later put the victim’s age at between 6 and 13.The CIA has given a classi-
fied briefing to Congress on the death, but has refused to acknowledge it publicly. The NSA’s Hayden declined to comment.
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By EVAN WAGSTAFF, CHRIS O’BRIEN 
and JOE MOZINGO
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)To be an aspiring superhero these days, most 5-year-olds must enlist clueless younger siblings, restless parents, back-
yard shrubs, fire hydrants and all manner of pets to serve as their foils and damsels in distress.Not Miles Scott, for whom much of San Francisco morphed in Gotham City on Friday.He pulled a woman from the cable car tracks as crowds cheered, then busted the 
Riddler during a bank heist. The Gotham City Chronicle ran a banner headline: BAT-KID SAVES CITY.Miles has had acute lymphoblastic leu-kemia since he was 20 months old. His cancer went into remission and, with his last round of chemotherapy in June, he said he wanted to be Batman.Coordinated by the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, and with at least 12,000 vol-unteers to cheer him on, his wish came true in a spectacular display of communal whimsy.“Batkid,” as he was known, captured the attention of an entire city and even the country. San Francisco seemed to come to a virtual halt, with all eyes on Miles.Local television covered it live, beaming aerial images of his adventures. Members of Congress issued video pleas for help, and President Barack Obama offered ku-dos in a brief video: “Way to go Miles, way to save Gotham.”Maybe it came at the perfect time in this politically riven nation. For brief moments, the national focus turned from the political battles in Washington to a child from rural Siskiyou County saving Gotham City.“It was such an authentic wish that anyone could relate to, I’m trying not to cry,” said Toni Baca, 30. “We all want to be superheroes.”
The bat signal went out Thursday night, a beam shining on the side of Miles’ ho-tel. At 10 a.m. Friday, San Francisco Police Chief Greg Suhr issued a televised plea for help on a local newscast.“Please, Caped Crusader, we need you,” Suhr begged.Miles, dressed in the trademark batsuit, rode in a donated Batmobile — a black Lamborghini tricked out with Batman lo-gos — along streets thronged with people holding signs and rooting him on, occa-sionally dabbing their eyes.Shalyn Pugh Davis summed up the thoughts of many on Twitter: “Follow SF-Batkid adventure and have your faith in humanity restored.”Social media had spread the word throughout the week, and people drove in from all around the Bay Area and beyond to support Miles.
Democrats stick with Obama on health care
By JIM PUZZANGHERA
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)Top congressional Democrats on Sunday stood by President Obama and 
the flawed rollout of the government’s health care website, expressing con-
fidence that problems would be fixed and the issue would not drag down the party in next year’s elections.“I don’t think you can tell what will happen next year, but I will tell you this: Democrats stand tall in support 
of the Affordable Care Act,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., said on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”Pelosi downplayed the defection of 39 House Democrats on Friday who 
voted to help pass a Republican bill, to address the millions of people facing cancellation of their health insurance policies. The bill, which passed 261-157, would allow insurers to sell individual policies that do not meet new federal standards under the law.
The number of Democrats who de-
fied Obama and House Democratic leaders on the vote was about the same as those who have joined with 
Republicans on other bills to alter the health-care law, Pelosi said. On one such vote in July, to delay the employer mandate in the law, 35 Democrats 
joined with Republicans.
Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., the as-sistant House Democratic leader, said many of his colleagues who voted for 
the Republican bill Friday did so to protect themselves politically.“Maybe nine people had real seri-ous concerns,” Clyburn said on CNN’s “State of the Union. “The fact of the matter is, about 30 of them, and I’ve talked to them, were insulating them-selves against sound bites.”Clyburn criticized the legislation because it would allow insurers to continue to sell what he called “sub-standard” and “junk” policies.
But Republicans said Democrats were trying to gloss over the problems.“No matter how much Congress-woman Pelosi tries to spin this, this is a 
mess,” Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H.,said on “Meet the Press.” “My constituents are very unhappy with the notices they’re receiving and higher premiums.”
Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., said the law needed to be scrapped.
US reduces number 
of drone strikes
Batkid fights ‘criminals,’ steals hearts
Miles Scott, 5, the Batkid, waits in the Batmobile as he gets ready to stop a bank robbery in San Francisco Friday. Miles is a leukemia survivor 
from Tulelake in Siskiyou County, Calif. After battling leukemia since he was a year old, Miles is now in remission. One of his heroes is Batman, 
so to celebrate the end of his treatment, the Make-A-Wish Greater Bay Area granted his wish to become Batkid for a day. 
GARY REYES | BAY AREA NEWS GROUP (MCT)
Family sues over gay 
conversion therapy ban
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By WILL VANCE
SPORTS EDITORThe Marshall Thundering Herd men’s basketball team 
failed its first road test of the 
season Sunday afternoon, 
letting a 15-point lead melt 
away against the Morehead 
State Eagles and falling in 
overtime 102-94. 
“A tale of two halves, to 
say the least,” Marshall head 
coach Tom Herrion said. “A 
very frustrating painful loss 
for our group, when you play 
so well for the first 20 min-
utes and then they kind of 
flip the switch.”
Early in the game the Herd 
had its will against the Ea-
gles, leading by as much as 
21 with 1:00 left in the first 
half. The Herd forced the 
Eagles into 13 first half turn-
overs and redshirt freshman 
point guard Kareem Canty 
had seven of his game-high 
nine assists. 
The Herd benefitted from 
the Eagles’ foul trouble, espe-
cially to its big men. Six-foot-11 
starting center Chad Posthu-
mus had three quick fouls and 
had to sit most of the first half, 
while his back-up, 6-foot-10 
center Billy Reader, picked up 
four fouls of his own. The fouls 
resulted in 27 first half free 
throws for the Herd, making 
21 of them. 
After halftime, however, 
the Eagles came to life.
“We came out in the sec-
ond half like we had mud 
on the bottom of our feet,” 
Marshall senior forward 
Elijah Pittman said. “They 
just drove us to death and at-
tacked the rim.”
Senior guard Bakari 
Turner said that the Eagles 
drew determination from a 
home crowd that felt hostile 
much of the first half thanks 
to large patches of kelly 
green in the Ellis T. Johnson 
Arena. 
“We came out and looked 
around at the crowd and saw 
more green than blue, so 
that gave us that fire,” Turner 
said. “I went around and told 
the guys ‘look, we don’t need 
anyone but ourselves’ and 
we fought back and got the 
win.”The whistles turned against the Herd in the sec-
ond half as it was called for 
20 fouls after halftime, put-
ting the Eagles on the line 29 
times. 
“That slows the game 
down a lot,” Pittman said of 
the fouls. “We’re a fast, tran-
sition team and when there 
are so many whistles back 
and forth we end up having 
to play a half-court game.”
The Herd also got loose 
with the ball, committing 13 
second half turnovers, in-
cluding five from Canty, who 
played the entire second half. 
“There were a lot of fatigue 
turnovers for him,” Herrion 
said of Canty. “Too many 
minutes, but we were scram-
bling for players because of 
the foul trouble.”
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By ADAM ROGERS
FOR THE PARTHENON
The NCAA Playing Rules 
Oversight Panel met back 
in May to discuss changes 
to college basketball’s rules 
with hopes of improving the 
game.
Now just over six months 
later, the negative effects are 
the ones rearing their heads.
Most notably the mon-
strous number of fouls 
called.
The plan was for more 
points to be scored because 
the average amount of points 
scored in games last year 
was 67.5, the lowest since 
the 1981-82 season.
That plan has been accom-
plished and to heights far 
and above the liking of bas-
ketball fans.
So far through three regu-
lar season Marshall men’s 
basketball games there have 
been a total of 177 fouls 
called, an average of 59 per 
game.
It has almost made the 
college game unbearable to 
watch.
All those fouls called have 
led to 232 total free throws 
between Marshall and its 
three opponents.
Players can no longer 
hand check, use an arm bar 
to slow an opposing player 
down or slide into position 
to take a charge after the 
offensive player has left the 
floor.
No one expected an easy 
transition from the old to the 
new.
I doubt anyone believed 
it would be this drastic of a 
problem though.
So many fouls and free 
throws don’t allow teams 
to get into a flow during the 
game.
The start and stop nature 
needs to end because the col-
lege game is suffering due to 
the new rule changes.
Could players, coaches 
and officials adjust to the 
changes over time?
Sure, but for how much 
longer must we wait?
I don’t think that group 
wants to continue the sea-
son the way it has started, 
because I sure as heck don’t.
Adam Rogers can be 
contacted at rogers112@
marshall.edu.
Herd falls to Morehead 
State in overtime, 102-94
New rules having 
unintended effects
Volleyball gets win on Senior Night
HERDZONE.COM
Marshall volleyball defeated Confer-
ence USA foe Middle Tennessee in a 
thrilling five set match (30-28, 25-27 25-
23, 21-25, 15- 10) Friday night at Cam 
Henderson Center to close the regular 
season.
“Our seniors had a fabulous night,” 
coach Mitch Jacobs said. “This is an 
outstanding serving team so we were ner-
vous going in. They are super-fast with an 
aggressive block. I have a lot of respect 
for the way their players play the game. 
You can’t ask more from our players than 
what we did.”
The Thundering Herd improved to 15-
15 (8-6 C-USA) on the season while the 
Blue Raiders fell to 17-11 (8-5 C-USA) on 
the year.
Leading the way for the Herd were 
the seniors on senior night here at the 
Henderson Center.  Senior outside hitter 
Laura Der led the way for the Herd with 
20 kills, including the game clinching kill. 
Senior middle blocker Sacha Byous Mc-
Connell had 12 kills while senior Dorothy 
Rahal tallied 19 digs. It was a fitting end at 
home for the seniors to pave the way to a 
win in their last home match in a Marshall 
uniform.
The first set went back-and-forth and it 
was tied at 19 apiece. Two evenly matched 
teams struggled to pull away from each 
other until Middle Tennessee was able to 
win consecutive points and take a 22-19 
advantage. Marshall then took three out 
of next five points to tie the game at 23 
apiece. The teams traded points until they 
were all knotted up at 28. Marshall then 
rallied for the next two points to win the 
set 30-28.
The beginning of the second set was 
much of the same tight competition un-
til the Blue Raiders went on a 6-2 run to 
notch a 10-6 advantage. The Herd ral-
lied back to take a 14-13 lead. The teams 
traded points all the way to a 25 tie. MT 
then took the next two points to win the 
set, 27-25.
The third set was much of the same 
back-and-forth action we saw all night 
with the two teams trading point to tie 
things at 10 all. The Herd took the mo-
mentum as they scored four out of the 
HERDZONE.COM
Senior Laura Der (4) joins her teammates on the floor during starter introductions during a home game at the Cam Henderson Center. 
COLUMN
The Marshall volleyball team has re-
ceived a first-round bye in the upcoming 
Conference USA Tournament by secur-
ing the #4 seed in this week’s playoff at 
Alumni Memorial Gym in Murfreesboro, 
Tn.
The Herd finished the regular season 
at 15-15 overall and 8-6 in league play. 
It will face the winner of #5 North Texas 
(16-14, 8-6 Conference USA) and #12 
Florida Atlantic (13-16, 4-10) at 3 p.m. ET 
on Friday. That first-round NT-FAU match 
will be played Thursday at 3 p.m. ET (2 
p.m. CT). Marshall won 3-1 at North Texas 
on Oct. 13 and secured a 3-2 win at Flor-
ida Atlantic on Sept. 27.
The three other first-round matches are 
as follows: #8 Southern Miss vs. #9 UTEP, 
#6 Middle Tennessee vs. #11 FIU and #7 
UAB vs. #10 Rice.
UTSA claimed the top spot, while Tu-
lane is seeded second and Tulsa is third.
Herd secures 
No. 4 seed
See VBALL | Page  5
By CHRIS DUFRESNE
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Maybe the last season of the 
Bowl Championship Series 
was supposed to end this way.
There are four undefeated 
contenders left, three week-
ends to play and only two 
spots for the Jan. 6 title game 
at the Rose Bowl.
One-loss Stanford, which muddled up the standings last 
week with its No. 4 ranking 
ahead of undefeated Baylor, 
lost a second game to clear 
out the top four spots.
Alabama struggled to a 20-7 
victory over Mississippi State 
on Saturday but remained af-
fixed on top in Sunday’s latest 
BCS standings with an aver-
age of .991.
Florida State is lock-solid 
second at .966 while Ohio 
State is clinging to No. 3 over 
Baylor by the margin of .887 
to .886.
Oregon is No. 5, followed by 
Auburn, Clemson, Missouri, 
Stanford and Oklahoma State.
UCLA is No. 14 while USC, 
after its win over Stanford, 
enters the BCS this week at 
No. 23.
If the top four undefeated 
teams win out, the order 
won’t matter.
Alabama and Florida State 
will play for the BCS title, 
undefeated Big 12 champion 
Baylor would go to the Fiesta 
Bowl with Big Ten champion 
Ohio State contracted to the 
Rose Bowl.
Florida State has the easiest 
path to an undefeated season 
with a remaining schedule of 
Idaho, six-loss Florida and the 
ACC title game.
Alabama plays 1-AA Chat-
tanooga on Saturday before 
traveling to Auburn on Nov. 
30 for the Iron Bowl show-
down and then, presumably, 
the Southeastern Conference 
championship game.
Ohio State closes with Indi-
ana, Michigan and the Big Ten 
title game, probably against 
Michigan State.
Baylor plays at Oklahoma 
State and Texas Christian be-
fore closing at home against 
Texas.
Auburn, thanks to its mi-
raculous win over Georgia, 
is 10-1 and has the best title 
chance among the one-loss 
schools, with a win over Ala-bama putting the Tigers in the 
SEC title game.
Oregon moves back into 
control of the Pac-12 Con-
ference North Division with 
Stanford’s loss but needs help 
to get back in the national-
title picture. The Ducks could 
be headed for a pretty good 
Rose Bowl matchup against 
Ohio State.
The final BCS standings will 
be released Dec. 8.
Next year, a four-team play-
off replaces the 16-year-old 
BCS system. A 13-member se-
lection committee will choose 
the top four teams.
The Rose and Sugar bowls 
will host the semifinal games 
with the inaugural playoff ti-
tle game scheduled for AT&T 
Stadium in Texas.
Alabama, Florida State hold in BCS standings
 BROOKE LAVALLEY | COLUMBUS DISPATCH | MCT
V’Angelo Bentley (2) of Illinois grabs Quarterback Braxton Miller (5) 
of Ohio State during the second quarter. The Ohio State Buckeyes 
defeated the Illinois Fighting Illini, 60-35, at Memorial Stadium in 
Champaign, Ill., Saturday. 
MARK CORNELISON | LEXINGTON HERALD | MCT
A.J. McCarron cocks his arm to pass during the second quarter. 
The Alabama Crimson Tine defeated the Mississippi State 
Bulldogs, 20-7, at Davis Wade Stadium Saturday. 
Opinion4
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EDITORIAL
Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at 
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.
YOU CAN BE HERD
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
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NATIONAL EDITORIAL
NATIONAL EDITORIAL
MCT CAMPUS
For as painful as it was to watch the Herd’s sizeable lead shrink and even-tually invert into a 102-94 overtime loss to Morehead State, it was good to see the Eagles again. It’s hard to find a mid-major whose fans travel quite as well as Marshall’s do, but one of the main grumbles heard when Marshall fled the MAC for greener Conference USA pastures was the geographic dis-advantages of away games. With the closest conference team being East Carolina in Greensboro roughly over five hours away, giving up on sensible Ohio road trips to Akron, Toledo and Oxford was the price that needed pay-ing for more shots at national athletic acclaim.
But the Herd’s schedule isn’t always going to be boxed in by conference play, especially now with roughly 30 basketball games needing to be played each year.So when we’re out picking foes from the world outside C-USA, it’s enjoy-able to keep things regional. Exhibit A: Ohio University. It only makes sense that two equally matched pro-grams 80 miles apart with a history dating back to 1905 and a traveling trophy see each other with any degree of regularity. With the Battle for the Bell renewed until 2016 and popular opinion high despite the series has not recently being kind to Marshall, it’s a fine example of not forgetting 
old faces despite the trend of confer-ence-centric movements around the nation. It’s not just the obvious in Ohio. It’s traveling across the mountains to see Virginia Tech in Blacksburg.  It WAS going up to Morgantown for the now-defunct Friends of Coal. It’s going over to Morehead State on Sunday. It’s nice to have traveling to away games as a viable option for the aver-age fan. It’s nice to casually run into fans of our opponents in our daily lives. There’s plenty of worthy teams within a 100-mile radius of campus, and exploring those options in sched-uling would make travel easier and rivalries stronger. 
Regional foes enjoyable to play
CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)It used to be the tallest building in America. It used to be the tallest in the world. It used to be the Sears Tower.Now Chicago’s Willis Tower is second, um, banana to New York’s not-yet-completed One World Trade Center, which was declared tallest in the na-tion Tuesday by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, the official arbiter of disputes over the height of skyscrapers.Council members from all over the world huddled here last week to decide whether the tower rising from the rubble of Manhattan’s ground zero would claim the top spot in the United States.Yes, this required a panel of experts, and not just because nobody could find a really long tape measure. At issue was whether the pointy thing atop the New York building should count as an architec-tural element or an antenna.The council determines the height of a building from the sidewalk to its “architectural top.” A spire, mast or other adornment counts as part of the structure. An antenna doesn’t.One World Trade Center aspires to a symbolically sig-nificant height of 1,776 feet, including a 408-foot needle piercing the sky. Last year, its developer scratched plans to enclose the needle in a fiberglass-and-steel sheath called a radome. The move saved $20 million, but it left the building with a topper that looks suspiciously like an antenna.Without the needle, we can state this confidently without involving a panel of experts, the building would measure 1,368 feet tall. The Willis Tower, minus anten-nas, is 1,451.But the council decided the pointy thing is a real part of the New York building, and just like that, Chicago was second again. Don’t jump! The earth kept turning af-ter Chicago lost the world’s tallest building title to the Petronas Twin Towers in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in 1996.Being named the “tallest in America” is good for little more than bragging rights for the building’s tenants and 
steady tourist traffic for its 
ground floor gift shop. (If you own a souvenir replica labeled “World’s Tallest,” be sure to snap up a now-dated “Ameri-ca’s Tallest” to go with it.)That’s because the U.S. has all but conceded the sky-scraper Olympics to cities like Dubai, Taipei, Hong Kong and Shanghai. Eight of the world’s 10 tallest buildings are in the Middle East and Asia. Saudi Arabia’s Kingdom Tower, now under construction, will be 3,281 feet tall.This brings us to the con-
cept of “vanity height”, defined by the council as “the dis-tance between a skyscraper’s 
highest occupiable floor and its architectural top.” Anx-ious to measure up in the international skyline, modern developers are adding height to their buildings by piling them with unusable structures rising hundreds of extra feet.Dubai’s Burj Khalifa, cur-rently the world’s tallest building at 2,717 feet ,  is topped by 800 feet of unusable orna-mentation. That means almost 30 percent of the world’s tallest building is “vanity height.”New York’s Bank of America tower registers 36 percent, ac-cording to archdaily.com.“The average vanity height in the United Arab Emirates is 19 percent, making it the na-tion with the ‘vainest’ supertall buildings,” the website notes, adding that once One World 
Trade Center is finished, “New York City will be home to three of the world’s top 10 vanity heights.”Knock yourself out, New York. Chicago has a much more impor-tant architectural challenge on its hands. The Realtor Building, across Michigan Avenue from the Tribune Tower, at the south end 
of the Magnificent Mile, is due for a major overhaul. Its own-ers say it soon will be “the next destination building in the iconic Chicago skyline.” That’s good news for the neighborhood.
‘America’s tallest building’ 
goes to New York City
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT) Faced with a growing public backlash to the 2010 health-care law's insurance reforms, the Obama admin-istration decreed Thursday that consumers should be allowed to keep their cur-rent policies for another year, even if the coverage falls short of the law's re-quirements. The move is a desperate attempt to fulfill a promise President Obama never should have made, and the legal authority for it is sketchy. What's more, it may not be possible at this point for insurers to revive policies they've already can-celed. Worst of all, Obama merely punted to next year the fight over the law's in-surance reforms, which he has done a remarkably poor job of explaining and selling. 
The only good thing about the delay is that it might stop Congress from making a more damaging change to the law.Insurers have been sending cancellation notices to mil-lions of customers because most of the policies they've been selling to individuals, that is, those people not cov-ered by large group plans at work, don't meet the new standards for affordability and coverage. The goal of the standards is a good one: to stop insurers from excluding or segregating people with preexisting conditions and potentially costly medical needs into more expensive risk pools. But many have struggled to find replace-ment coverage because of the nightmarish technical problems at HealthCare.gov, 
the website serving the 36 state exchanges operated by the federal government. And others have complained that a new policy would cost far more than their old one.The administration re-sponded Thursday with a letter to state insurance com-missioners, advising them that any policy for individu-als or small businesses could be renewed for next year regardless of whether it met the standards that go into ef-fect Jan. 1. Insurers could not sign up new customers for noncompliant policies, how-ever, and would have to tell renewing customers about their policy's shortcomings.Some states, including California, have legal and regulatory barriers that will have to be cleared be-fore insurers can revive 
noncompliant policies, as-suming they want to. And even if they do, another round of cancellation no-tices would go out next year, leading to another outcry against the law's insurance reforms in the weeks before voters go to the polls. But at least Obama didn't go as far as House Republicans have proposed; the bill they're advancing would allow in-surers to keep offering their current noncompliant health plans to whoever might buy them. The concern about lost coverage is valid. But rather than delaying or giving up on badly needed changes to the individual insurance market, the administration and law-makers should be putting more effort into helping peo-ple enroll in comprehensive new plans they can afford.
Kicking Obamacare’s problems down the road
“This document reinforces the great work that a lot of agencies around the bay are implementing already,” said John Bourgeois, project 
manager of the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration. “In the past decade, we’ve re-stored over 3,000 acres of South Bay salt ponds alone. This is a good road map to help us achieve the overall goal.”
Weaver was born in Bue-nos Aires, Argentina, in 1955. She immigrated to the United States when she was 5 years old with her family and spent her school years in a small Alabama town where she absorbed the material that makes up her illustrated memoir, 
“Darkroom: A Memoir in Black and White.” A graduate of the Univer-sity of Alabama, Weaver was named a finalist for 2012 Cybils Award in the Graphic Novels category.The readings are sched-uled at 8 p.m. in Smith Hall Room 154. 
Justin Depamphilis can 
be contacted at depamphi-
lis@marshall.edu.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., chair-woman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said the number of noncomba-
tant deaths was “significantly lower” than critics claimed. She said she had urged the White House to disclose the data “so the American people know how careful these strikes have been.”In part, drone strikes have declined be-
cause there are fewer identified terrorist leaders to hit. In Pakistan, the core lead-ership of the Qaida network founded by Osama bin Laden has been decimated, al-though remnants are still active.But military experts say the Nov. 1 drone 
strike that killed Pakistani Taliban leader Hakimullah Mehsud, who helped organize the suicide bombing that killed seven CIA 
officers and contractors in December 2009 in eastern Afghanistan, proves that drones remain a vital counter-terrorism weapon.Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, which is based in Yemen, has weakened but is still virulent. Nine U.S. drone strikes were launched against the group in August after authorities detected a plot against U.S. em-bassies. But the pace has dropped to about two a month since then.Harold Koh, who served as State Depart-
ment legal advisor in Obama’s first term, said in an e-mail that the new targeting standards had “disciplined” the drone program.
But Koh, now a professor at Yale Law School, said he saw “little or no movement” on making the program more transparent, a goal he believes is necessary to boost the program’s legitimacy abroad.In May, White House aides indicated that the Pentagon would take over at least some covert drone operations from the CIA. The military operates under different legal stat-utes than the CIA, and can provide more information to the public.The CIA is resisting giving up its drones, especially in Pakistan, where the government almost certainly would oppose U.S. military operations. Some 
counter-terrorism officials also worry that the Pentagon won’t be able to act as quickly as the CIA.
“It’s time to start over. This health-care 
law is terribly flawed,” he said on CNN. “The president did not need to destroy a good health-care system to try to make a better one.”On Thursday, Obama gave insurance companies permission to renew policies that were to be canceled for not meeting the law’s new standards that require, for example, coverage for prescription drugs, 
hospitalization and maternity care.But companies do not have to renew the policies and would need permission from state regulators to do so.“Keep in mind, it is a suggestion. It is not a ruling, and it certainly is not a law,” Ben Nelson, chief executive of the National Association of Insurance Commission-ers, said on “Fox News Sunday.” A former Democratic senator, Nelson said insur-ance commissioners are concerned that Obama’s proposal could disrupt the health-care market and lead to higher premiums.
Insurance industry officials have the same concerns. They met with Obama at the White House on Friday and are working with the administration to try to address the issue of policy cancellations, said Karen Ignagni, president of America’s Health In-surance Plans, an industry trade group.“We have the same goals. We’re going to work together to try to get people into af-fordable coverage,” she said on “Fox News Sunday.” “We have work to do, there is no question. But we have an interest in doing it together and working together on that.”
Now, the 15-year-old wants to go to a licensed psychologist in New Jersey for further therapy — referred to in court documents as Sexual Orientation Change Efforts — but can’t because of the state’s ban.“Because no licensed mental health professional in New Jersey can pro-vide him with SOCE counseling, John Doe will substantially regress in the significant progress he has made with 
his current counselor,” the court com-plaint states.In the earlier New Jersey case before Wolfson, she wrote in her opinion that the plaintiffs’ allegation that the ban infringes on First Amendment rights “runs counter to the long-standing principle that a state generally may enact laws rationally regulating pro-fessionals,” including those providing mental health services.Wolfson ruled that the law did not violate the plaintiff ’s free speech be-cause nothing in the law “prevents 
licensed professionals from voicing their opinions on the appropriate-ness or efficacy of Sexual Orientation Change Efforts, either in public or pri-vate settings.”Demetrios Stratis, the plaintiffs’ at-torney in both cases, said that the new case deals with the family’s ability to exercise freedom of religion and the fundamental rights of parents.“It’s a different analysis that needs to be applied, and that’s why we think Doe needs to be adjudicated on its own,” Stratis said.
“I stayed up late making signs and we carpooled down here,” said Shaneh San-tos, 22, of Sacramento. “It’s moving to be part of something, people driving hours to be part of a special moment for this little boy.”San Francisco resident Sara Sanchez came decked out with a huge sign that read “SF <3 Batkid.” She said the energy in “Gotham” rivaled the two parades cel-ebrating the San Francisco Giants’ recent World Series championships.“Seeing the city come out in support, it makes you really proud to live in a city like this,” she said.The San Francisco Chronicle published a 
special edition of the Gotham City Chroni-cle, which were to be handed out in Union Square. After demand for copies soared, Managing Editor Audrey Cooper said the paper would reprint a special edition.“This is what I love about San Francisco,” Cooper said by email. “We’re a quirky city that loves freethinkers. We totally under-stand a 5-year-old cancer survivor who wants to dress up like Batman.”The staged escapades lasted several hours. Miles’ face was mostly hidden by his mask. But one glimpse of his expres-sion showed he was serious, fully engaged in what he alone had to do.Then he stopped for a burger with Bat-man, who served as his sidekick for the day.That was interrupted when a Union 
Square flash-mob alerted him to a 
kidnapping in progress. The San Francisco Giants’ mascot, Lou Seal, had been taken by the Penguin.
Batkid chased the flightless villain around AT&T park and rescued Lou Seal.Before leaving the stadium, Batkid slipped off his mask and whispered some-thing into his father’s ear. Smiling, his 
father led him over to the infield and then home plate. Batkid ran the bases as a small crowd cheered.By then, the Batkid campaign embodied more than just a sick boy’s wish. It had be-come a national feel-good moment. “U’re an inspiration to us all,” Michelle Obama tweeted Miles.When it was all over, many in San Fran-cisco hoped the spirit of Batkid would remain.
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John Ewing waits outside City Hall Friday for the Batkid, Miles Scott, 5, to make an appearance at a rally in San Francisco.
 PHOTOS BY GARY REYES | BAY AREA NEWS GROUP (MCT)
Despite the Herd’s prob-lems after halftime, it still had a chance to win the game in regulation. With 1.1 seconds remaining in the game sopho-more guard DeVince Boykins had the opportunity to break an 86-86 tie but missed both, missing the rim entirely on his second attempt. The Herd could not keep the Eagles off the free-throw line in overtime as the Eagles went 14 of 14, pulling away to the 
final score of 102-94. A grand total of 76 fouls were called during the game, 44 of them against the Herd, with many of them coming from the new hand-check rules. The fouls re-sulted in 108 free throws.  “I’m not complaining about 
the officiating, but in 25 years of coaching I’ve never seen 108 free throws,” Herrion said. 
“We just have to finish,” Pittman said. “This is a 40 minute game and we came out after 20 minutes like it 
was over. We could have put 
it away but we didn’t finish.”Pittman led the Herd in scoring with 31 points, fol-lowed by Kareem Canty with 19 and redshirt freshman Ryan Taylor with 12. Pittman and junior transfer TyQuane Goard had seven rebounds to lead the Herd in that cat-egory. Canty led the team in assists with nine, but also had nine turnovers. Redshirt sophomore Brent Arrington and Bakari Turner paced the Eagles with 24 points each and senior cen-ter Chad Posthumus had the games only double-dou-ble with 14 points and 15 rebounds. The game was the 95th between the Herd and the Eagles, with the Herd now holding the 50-45 edge. The Herd will return home for 
its next three games, the first of which coming Thursday against Stephen F. Austin. 
Will Vance can be con-
tacted at vance173@
marshall.edu.
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next five points for a 14-11 lead. Marshall continued their streak as they stretched the lead to 19-14. The Blue Raiders ral-lied to take the next four points and cut the 
deficit to 19-18. The Herd responded with a rally of its own and gained a 23-20 lead. Marshall closed out the set with a 25-23 victory.In the fourth set, both teams continued to battle for momentum until the Blue 
Raiders took five out of six points for an 
early 8-4 lead. MT continued their hot start and stretched the lead to 12-7 and even-tually an 18-12 advantage. The Herd then stormed back to win the next three points 
which cut the deficit to 18-15. The Blue Raiders went on to win 25-21 and force a 
deciding fifth set.
In the fifth set, both teams continued the struggle to grab hold of any momentum, as each team exchanged points early in the set. At the half way mark, the Herd led 8-6. Back-and-forth the teams exchanged points until the Herd led 12-9. “We Will Rock You” by Queens started playing before 500 plus 
fans in the Cam as the fans got on their feet to give the Marshall squad all the momen-
tum it needed to win the final set 15-10.“We have to sure up our defense going into the tournament,” Jacobs said. “The biggest thing tonight is that players were playing for something bigger than them-selves. That’s what we’ve been trying to preach. We are bigger than individuals, not only seniors but the whole team. To 
fight this win out against such a good team shows so much pride in our team and hopefully they will believe again that they can beat anyone.”
VBALL
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TODAY IN THE LIFE!
WEEKEND BOX OFFICE
1. “Thor: The Dark World" |
     $38.5 million
2. "The Best Man Holiday" |
    $30.6 million
3. "Last Vegas" | $8.85   
    million
4. "Free Birds" | $8.3
    million
5. "Jackass Presents: Bad
    Grandpa" | $7.67 million
By CHARLIE HOUSE
THE PARTHENONWhat do a professional superhero, a Marshall University 
student, a police officer, a barista at Starbucks, a lawyer, a tattoo artist and an assistant professor have in common? 
They are among the ranks of the Jewel City Rollergirls, 
Huntington’s first flat-track roller derby team. 
Roller derby has had several incarnations throughout 
the years, the most memorable of which was noted for its 
brutality. Skaters would routinely punch, elbow and trip 
each other in knockdown, drag-out brawls, like profes-
sional wrestlers on roller skates. 
Skaters played on a banked circuit track similar to a 
NASCAR stadium, but indoors, and much smaller.
The current version of roller derby originated about a 
decade ago in Texas. It places a greater emphasis on sportsmanship and ac-
cessibility of the sport. Hits are only permitted from the 
shoulder to the hip, or skaters risk being sent to the pen-
alty box.
The official rules state the track can be set up on any flat 
surface good for skating. “This greatly reduces the capital needed to start up a 
roller derby league, and allows small groups of people 
to get a fledgling league off the ground,” according to the 
Women’s Flat Track Derby Association website. 
Teams play against each other in bouts, a term bor-
rowed from boxing, because roller derby is a fight, right 
to the end. Bouts are played in two 30-minute periods, in 
which any number of jams can occur. Jams are two-minute 
intervals in which points can be scored.
There are two basic positions in roller derby: block-
ers and jammers. The latter play offense, scoring points 
for every member of the opposing team they pass on the 
track. The former play both defense and offense, simulta-
neously helping their jammer score points, while trying to 
prevent the opposing jammer from scoring. 
The Jewel City Rollergirls started Feb. 24, 2011 with an in-
terest meeting about starting a team. From then on, it grew. 
Sarah “Rat Race” Lane, a barista at the Pullman Square 
Starbucks, said the Jewel City Rollergirls first focused on 
building the team in numbers, brand recognition and skill, 
but there were some challenges. 
“Being a new team, and being a team in a college town 
makes retention hard,” she said. Many players are involved in the Marshall community and have to attend classes or meetings for other organiza-
tions. Some leave Huntington for the summer, and others 
work in a variety of fields with very different hours.  But 
Lane, called “Rat” by her teammates, said they cope with 
it well.
“Our girls make it work, and we work with them,” she 
said.
Roller derby is more than a sport to the Jewel City Roll-
ergirls. Many of the skaters have learned valuable things 
about themselves, and about life.
“I always had a problem with people telling me I could 
be anything I wanted, because I didn’t believe they be-
lieved it,” Lane said. “But roller derby was proof that it 
was true.”
She said it changed her outlook on life, because despite 
not taking to roller derby like a duck to water, she kept 
trying, and got better. 
Her transformation into a skilled, battle-worn rollergirl 
is marked by the name she goes by in roller derby.  Lane 
said she was bullied as a child, and “Rat Race” is a play on 
the names other kids called her. 
“I decided I was going to take that name that was once used as something derogatory, and turn it into something 
awesome,” she said. 
Hilary Brewster, an assistant professor in Marshall’s 
English department and a new player on the team, said 
something she heard at her first practice has stayed with 
her, on and off the track. 
“If you’re not falling, you’re not learning,” Brewster said. 
“In terms of life, if you’re not messing up every now and 
then, that means you’re not doing enough to mess up. 
Maybe that’s not a good way to live.” 
Cait “Artoo” Dalzell, a history undergraduate, said she 
feels empowered by roller derby. 
“I always understood that I could be strong in some 
other ways,” Dalzell said. “I could be smart, be social, but I 
never understood that I could be physically strong before 
derby.” 
She also said it is very hard for women to find physical 
activities that so readily embrace them as they are. Most 
women’s sports require them to be trained from a very 
young age, or have a very specific body type. 
But roller derby welcomes women of all ages and body 
types in some way or another. There are both retirement 
and junior roller derby leagues, using positional blocking 
instead of hits and teaching the basics of the sport, respec-
tively.  As of early 2012, WFTDA issued a rule clarification 
stating transgender women were also welcome.  
If some “fresh meat” (a new player on the team) is not 
so confident with her skills, all of the Jewel City Rollergirls 
are happy to help. 
Lane said for her and her sisters in the derby commu-
nity, it is very therapeutic. She summed it up with a quote 
from Bonnie D. Stroir, founder of the San Diego Derby 
Dolls:
“Most seem to find roller derby in transitional periods 
… We ruin our bodies to save our souls, and for some rea-
son, that makes perfect sense.” 
Charlie House can be contacted at house8@mar-
shall.edu. 
ROLLER DERBY TAKES 
THE JEWEL CITY
SUBMITTED PHOTOS
“I happen to think that a book is 
of extraordinary value if it gives 
the reader nothing more than a 
smile or two. In fact, I happen to 
think that’s huge.” 
 —Barbara Park, 1947-2013, author of 
more than 50 books including the 28-
book series starring Junie B. Jones.
GLITTER AND LEGS AND LINGERIE
New York City buzzed Wednesday with the spar-
kles, the music and, yes, the wings of the 2013 
Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show taping. The show 
featured musical performances, 67 outfits, 28 pairs 
of wings and 40 models. Though the models won’t 
be walking down the runway on television screens 
until next month, don’t miss these highlights at 10 
p.m. Dec. 10 on CBS:
Taylor Swift’s performance: The singer came 
onstage wearing a British-themed top hat, 
coat and mini dress to perform alongside Fall 
Out Boy for the opening of the show. She 
also closed the show with a performance of 
“I Knew You Were Trouble,” flirting and strut-
ting with the models as the “snow angels” 
graced the stage.
The $10 million bra: Candice Swanepoel 
modeled the Royal Fantasy Bra, molded spe-
cifically for the South African model’s body, 
to open the show. Adorned with 4,200 gems 
including rubies, yellow sapphires and dia-
monds, the piece is set in an 18-carat gold 
setting and features a 52-carat ruby hanging 
from the middle of the bra. 
Famous fiancés: Adam Levine and his entou-
rage sat front and center in support of the 
Maroon 5 frontman’s fiancée and Namibian 
model, Behati Prinsloo. 
Themes to keep us guessing: The six segments 
of the show include British Invasion, Birds of 
Paradise, Shipwrecked, Pink Network, Pari-
sian Nights and Snow Angels, all of which 
feature wings, feathers, garters or Eiffel Tower 
hats. 
High-profile models: Though it was reported 
that several models, including Cara Delev-
inge, Erin Heatherton and Jourdan Dunn, 
would not be walking in this year’s show, 
each did along with Karlie Kloss and 13-
year show veteran angel Adriana Lima. 
